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Butts ban the blues for
some

Anti-tobacco law takes effect Nov.
16

by Alan Schnepf
Tribune -Herald Staff Writer

Smokybars are slated to become a thing
of the past next month with the start of

the state's new ami'sm()king law. At the Flip -Side Too Bar in downtown Hilo, patron Tommy
Winter relaxes with a smoke as he chats with bartender
The new law, effective Nov. 16, will Rindy Yelverton on Thursday. - Wiliam Ing/Tribune  -Herald

make it illegal to smoke in bars and nightclubs or within 20 feet of the entrance to any public
building. Proponents of the measure say it will protect patrons and workers in establishments that
now permit lighting up.

Although the state Department of Health saysit will advertisement

not be heavy-handed with initial enforcement, smokers

face fines of up $50 for a violation. Establishment

owners face a fine of up to $100 for their first violation and up to $500 for a third violation.

Several area bar owners say they accept it and even embrace the ban.

"l don't think it's going to have a negative effect on our business," said Bill Watson, co-owner of
Charley's Bar and Grill in Keaau. "In fact, 1 think there's going to be a positive effect because
some people don't want to go out to eat because of the smoke."

Not all bar patrons are happy with it the prospect of not being able to drink and smoke at the
sametime, though.

"I think it should be choice,"” Tommy Winter of Hilo said Thursday afternoon as he puffed on a
Marlboro Light in the Flip-Side Too. "If people don't want to come to a smoky bar, then don't
come."

Having to step outside would make the bar-going experience less enjoyable, he said, pointing out
there are several non-smoking bars in Hilo.

A Hawaii County measure passedin 2003 already forbids smoking in restaurants, bowling alleys
and other buildings, although a restaurant may have a separate smoking section for its bar by
separating it with a wall and installing ventilation equipment.
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Del Desaki, owner of Palmsby the Bay nightclub, installed a ventilation systemto remove smoke
from the club in 2005. Desaki, a smoker, figures he will save on electricity by not running it as
much. He also figures he won't lose any business.

"I'm not too worried about it. | can't do anything about it, sowe'll just hope for the best," he said.
"I think they'll show up. They'll just step outside for their cigarettes.

Ken Takahashi, the owner of Shooter'sNightclub also doesn't feel threatened by the ban.

"It's coming, no matter what. | guessl've come to accept it," he said.

Onthe plus side, cleaning will be easier and the idea of renovating the Banyan Drive bar is more
appealing, Takahashisaid. He doesn't care for the requirement of being 20 feet from a door to
smoke, however.

"l think that's a little ridiculous, especially for us," said Takahashi, who previously fought the
county measure to ban smoking in bars. "Think about 2 a.m. Banyan Drive isn't really a safe place
at 2 in the morning."

Julian Lipsher, coordinator for the state Department of Health's Tobacco Control Program, said
the 20-foot rule exists so non-smokersdon't have to go through a "gauntlet of smoking" while
entering and exiting an establishment.

The Department of Health, not the county Department of Liquor Control, will handle
enforcement, Lipsher said.

Lipsher said enforcement, at least initially, will be based on complaints, not random compliance
checks. Complaints will first be addressed with a letter.

"We're not going to judge the successof this law on how many fines we issue," he said. "We're
hoping to make this a light touch.”

Some details of the law's language are still be interpreted, Lipsher said, such as whether there
will be smoking areas in Aloha Stadium or in Honolulu International Airport.

Alan Schnepf can be reached at aschnepf@hawaiitribune-herald.com .
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Reader Feedback

There are 14 comments on this story:

Your comment has been posted!

Clean Air For Workers wrote on October 14, 2006 3:37 PM:

"This law will protect workers. Smokers can still smoke - just not indoors where workers have to breathe in
a class A carcinogen - same as asbestos. By clearing the air in workplaces, workers don't have to
involuntarily ~ smoke. Smoking is an individual choice. Secondhand smoking is not."

It's About Time wrote on October 14, 2006 8:33 AM:
"Keep your toxic habit to yourselves. Finally, justice for people who want to actually breathe, not gag.

Just a thought con't wrote on October 14, 2006 7:58 AM:
"There's still smoke inside the bar! The same thing will happen at places like Charlies and other very open
venues. Just a thought!"

Just a thought wrote on October 14, 2006 7:58 AM:
"When this same law took effect in California, all the smokers went out side. The non-smokers walk
through the smoke to get inside the bars. When bars keep their windows open... guess what ??? (con't)"

Hey Marta wrote on October 14, 2006 7:08 AM:
"Keep your posting to the gay board that you haunt, Outinhawaii.com. Your NOT Fabulous dawling.

Dr. Yo wrote on October 14, 2006 5:13 AM:
"Lets ban farting,coughing,  sneezing,whistleing,and talking. lets not offend anybody."

Marta Stewardess  wrote on October 14, 2006 4:00 AM:
"Dawlings, | am soooooooo FABULOUS!"

dogmom wrote on October 13, 2006 6:51 PM:
"kids aren't in bars anyway. where can a person smoke anymore ? let the proprietor decide if it's in keeping
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with the image of the establishment.”

dogmom wrote on October 13, 2006 6:49 PM:
"when they passed this in hollywood, was kind of sad. i don't smoke, but the "smokey" atmoshpere was
part of the ambience! maybe not around food, but let us keep our "dens of iniquity™

MOM OF KIDS WITH ASTHMA wrote on October 13, 2006 5:28 PM:

"THANK GOD my kids have less of a chance of dying from second -hand smoke now!! Too bad it took a law
for people to realize that smoking hurts babies and asthmatics! Cigarettes have rat poison and
formaldehyde in it--smokers should just buy that stuff and eat it!"

20year_resident wrote on October 13, 2006 2:52 PM:
"let's work on how to lesson other man -made air pollution -- so people suffering from asthma can breath
easier."

Rainbowbeamer wrote on October 13, 2006 1:35 PM:

"As-a-smoker | like to not be around it also at time. Quitters need releif from smoke too. Just picking at
personal liberty while the world is smoked to a crisp by fumes and the sun go make the sun illegal too. It -
burns. Be consistant and lets try -more -fresh -air than -less all over."

notwell wrote on October 13, 2006 1:11 PM:

"america land of the free ? smoking/non smoking should be up to the business owner. patrons & employees
have a choice, go there/work there or not. if businesses are side by side & u cant smoke w/in 20 ft of the
door, where do you go? into the street ?"

Rainbowbeamer wrote on October 13, 2006 12:58 PM:

"As long as a fine and persecution can be generated that all the law will be!lNever protection or enforser -of-
freedom. Non-smokers (cough:chokeing -on-bus-fumes) are not 51% right, just people doing without and
expect you to as well. Make pregnancy illegal too, births -are -defective, dead in X-years and always -
decaying."

Rainbowbeamer wrote on October 13, 2006 12:45 PM:

"Guess a more outdoors -venue will be needed to enjoy selfs one step futher. Funny how there is no
protection from unemployment, being - broke,low -wages, high -bills, police pocket -picking with tickets, IRS,
men who will Kill -your -family in war as civilians and soliders. Time to kill chicken for lunch. HUNGRY ?2?2?2?"

Feedback Rules

We urge comment writers to treat this as a public forum where manners matter. Criticism is part of
American democracy but insults discourage participation. If contributors follow these guidelines,
Lodinews.com will leave this forum convenient, anonymous and otherwise unfettered:

Do not issue threats of any kind.

Do not use profanity or attempt to disguise profanity.

Do not post messages using profane or crude names and identities.
Do not insult someone else's contributions or wit.

Do not disguise or confuse identites by using the names of others.
Posts modified to exceed the 50 word Ilimit will be deleted.

Comments that violate these rules may be deleted. In cases where tempers and abusive comments
become uncontrolled, the comments feature may be turned off. There's no need to insult the author of
a badly reasoned, uninformed or silly comment. Just make a better one.

N David Bock, Editor
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